
ANNUAL
REPORT

DC VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT

January 1 - December 31

2023Pro bono legal services for survivors of domestic violence, 
immigrant survivors of gender-based violence, and at-risk children



Letter from the Executive Director

Mission, Vision & Community Partners

Board of Directors, Emeritus Board & Jr Board

2023 Operating Budget & Resource Allocation

Domestic Violence Program

Child Advocacy Program

Immigration Program

Montgomery County, MD Program

Legal Clinics

Policy & Appellate Advocacy Program

Roxana Cannon Arsht Law Fellowship

2023 Corporate & Law Firm Partners

2023 Volunteers of the Year

2023 Volunteer Honor Roll

2023 Donors

Amplifying Voices Society

Legacy Donors

2023 Benefit

©2024 DC Volunteers Lawyers Project, 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit (Fed. Tax ID 26-1089584). 

Publication date: June 2024

CONTENTS



As we reflect on the accomplishments and milestones of the past year, I am humbled and honored
to share with you the impact that DC Volunteer Lawyers Project (DCVLP) has had on our community.
Together, we have continued to stand as a beacon of hope for those in our midst who are most
vulnerable and in need of legal assistance.

Over the past year, DCVLP has made significant strides in our mission to provide pro bono
representation to domestic violence survivors, immigrant survivors of gender-based violence, and at-
risk children. Through the dedication of our volunteer attorneys, staff, and supporters, we have been
able to extend a lifeline to over 3,000 individuals in DC and Maryland, empowering them to
navigate the legal system and secure the justice and safety they deserve.

Our impact extends far beyond the courtroom. By providing comprehensive legal services,
advocacy, and support, we are not only addressing the immediate legal needs of our clients but
also fostering long-term safety and stability. Through our holistic approach, we strive to break the
cycle of violence and create a future where all individuals can live free from violence and abuse.

None of this would be possible without the unwavering support of our community. To our dedicated
volunteers who generously donate your time and expertise, thank you for your commitment to
justice. To our donors and supporters who provide the resources necessary to fuel our mission, thank
you for giving hope to those who need it most. To our staff who work tirelessly behind the scenes,
your passion is the driving force behind everything we accomplish.

As we look to the future, we are inspired by the resilience of our clients and the collective strength
of our community. Together, we will continue amplifying the voices of our neighbors and advocating
for justice. Thank you for your continued support and commitment to our mission. Together, we are
making a difference.

With gratitude,

Sara B. Tennen
Executive Director

DEAR FRIENDS,

OUR TEAM
This list reflects DCVLP staff as of July 1, 2024.

Marcy Baskin | Director of Grants & Foundational Giving
Stephanie Bergman | Supervising Attorney, Domestic Violence Program
Jennie Berman | Supervising Attorney, Domestic Violence Program
Katherine Bradley | Managing Attorney, Montgomery County
Tara Branine | Equal Justice Works Fellow 
                      sponsored by Crowell & Moring Foundation
Samara Braverman | Program Coordinator, Child Advocacy Program
Jesse Brennan | Staff Attorney, Child Advocacy Program
Amy Coles | Supervising Attorney, Domestic Violence Program
Nia Cook | Grants & Development Manager
Betsy Crumb | Managing Attorney, Child Advocacy Program
Sarah Deibler | Supervising Attorney, Immigration Program
Jaquelyn Diaz | Client Advocate, Immigration Program
Courtney Federico | Staff Attorney, Immigration Program
Karen Foxman | Managing Attorney, Montgomery County
Madison Glennie | Supervising Attorney, Immigration Program
Ignacio Gomez | Program Coordinator, Immigration Program
Ricardo Gomez | Staff Attorney, Immigration Program
Vanessa Hernandez | Supervising Attorney, Domestic Violence Program
Elaine Holmes | Supervising Attorney, Domestic Violence Program
Daniela Huerta Garcia | Co-Legal Director

Masooma Hussain | Supervising Attorney, Domestic Violence Program
Sara Jamison | Director of Volunteer Engagement & Strategic Partnerships
Michaela Lovejoy | Supervising Attorney, Immigration Program
Claire MacKay | Program Coordinator & Client Advocate, Montgomery County
Gargie Nagarkar | Data Evaluation & Grants Compliance Manager
Najja Ogundiran | Roxana Cannon Arsht Law Fellow
Abbey Ojala | Client Advocate, Domestic Violence Program
Maya Pearl | Operations & Human Resources Coordinator
Colleen Petroni | Supervising Attorney, Child Advocacy Program
Nellie Phelan | Supervising Attorney, Child Advocacy Program
Valerie Sakellaridis | Supervising Attorney, Child Advocacy Program
Juliette Singarella | Staff Attorney, Child Advocacy Program
Norah Sloss | Managing Attorney, Domestic Violence Program
Lea Sondheimer | Program Coordinator, Domestic Violence Program
Robyn Swanson | Supervising Attorney, Impact Litigation & Advocacy Program
Sara Tennen | Executive Director
Blanca Torres | Client Advocate, Domestic Violence Program
Maria Velez | Victim & Community Outreach Manager
Aida Vindell | Co-Legal Director
Jakiah Webb | Data & Grants Coordinator
Brian Yourish | Director of Operations



We maintain meaningful partnerships with over 30 other 
local organizations to provide holistic services to our clients.

Our clients and their children
frequently face job loss, food
insecurity, housing instability,
and limited access to quality
healthcare. DCVLP’s
dedicated Client Advocates
directly connect our clients to
community partners for crisis
response and intervention,
safety planning, physical
health services, substance use
treatment, housing assistance,
emotional wellness, and other 
critical needs.

DCVLP is committed to providing trauma-informed legal services that address the
comprehensive needs of our clients. Our attorneys, volunteers, and advocates help clients
achieve long-term safety and stability by connecting survivors and at-risk children to our
community partners for assistance during and beyond the closing of their case.

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

TO ADVOCATE

WHO WE ARE 
DC VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT, EST. 2008

We are passionate about improving the lives of domestic violence survivors, immigrant
survivors of gender-based violence, and at-risk children. Our small but experienced staff
recruit, train, and support hundreds of dedicated volunteer attorneys each year to handle
protection order, family law, and immigration cases on behalf of our clients.

We operate free virtual and in-person walk-in clinics throughout the District so domestic
violence victims, caregivers of at-risk children, and immigrants can access free legal services
on a wide range of issues, social service referrals, crisis support, and safety planning.

VISION

TO BROADEN OUR IMPACT
by engaging, training, and supporting a strong and diverse network of volunteer lawyers and
community volunteers.

victims with knowledge, resources, and on-going support; and 
TO EMPOWER

for domestic violence victims, at-risk children, and other vulnerable individuals through
comprehensive pro bono legal services;

WE BELIEVE THAT A LIFE FREE OF VIOLENCE AND ABUSE IS A BASIC HUMAN RIGHT.

MISSION



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EMERITUS BOARD

JUNIOR BOARD

Jessica Abrahams | Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP, Partner
Hal Brewster | Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, Practice Group Manager
Tracey Coates | Coates Family Law, Principal
Matt Cohen | Meta, Director & Associate General Counsel
Alexis Collins | Amazon, VP & Associate General Counsel
Dale Harburg | DCVLP Volunteer Attorney
Phillip Hurst | Capital One, Assistant General Counsel
Patricia Kelly | Marcum, Senior Manager
Heather Lamberg | Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP, Partner
Karen Marcou | DCVLP Co-Founder
Princess McDuffie | DC CSOSA, DV Specialist
Stephen Raptis | Reed Smith LLP, Counsel
Pamela Sauber | DCVLP Volunteer Attorney
Kamil Shields | Sullivan & Cromwell LLP, Partner
Annette Stanley | Gaillard Consulting, Principal
Ilene Weinreich | DCVLP Volunteer Attorney

The Emeritus Board is a council of advisors for DCVLP with the purpose of retaining the valuable knowledge
and expertise of former board members. The Emeritus Board aims to foster continued engagement, enduring
relationships, and support for DCVLP.

Jamillia Ferris | Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, Partner
Barbara Garlock | Nonprofit Consultant
Tom Hentoff | Williams & Connolly LLP, Partner
Melika Johnson | Lerner Enterprises, Sr. Administrative Assistant
Sharis Pozen | Clifford Chance US LLP, Global Co-Chair of Antitrust
Rachel Louise Snyder | Author & Journalist

Ted Alexander | McDermott, Will & Emery LLP
Shiza Arshad | Winston & Strawn LLP
Kathryn Belkin | Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Jennifer Bisgaier | Goulston & Storrs PC
Dara Brown | White & Case LLP
Emily Campo | DLA Piper LLP
Ashley Carter | Office of the Attorney General for DC
Nicole Cary | Sidley Austin LLP
Annabelle Castleman | Vinson & Elkins LLP
Zachary Chapman | Shannon & Wright LLP
Lina Dagnew | Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Moriah Daugherty | Covington & Burling LLP
Blair Decker | Hogan Lovells US LLP
Allison Everhardt | Nardello & Co. LLC
Melissa Giangrande | Hogan Lovells US LLP
Rachel Harney | Dechert LLP
Monica Hernandez | Amazon
Isa Herrera Moya | Clifford Chance US LLP
Marissa Hill Daley | McDermott, Will & Emery LLP
Alexandra Krisch | Bechtel
Madelyn Mae La France | Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Lani Lear | Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Anne Marie Longobucco | Fenwick & West LLP
Lauren McGuire | Latham & Watkins LLP
Kristen Miluski | King & Spalding LLP 
Sabah Petrov | Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
Siarra Rogers | Ropes & Gray LLP
Jenna Ross | Ericsson Inc.

Tiana Russell | Crowell & Moring LLP
Rebecca Simon | Nixon Peabody LLP
Shawn Skolky | Cooley LLP
Katherine St. Romain | Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Urjita Sudula | Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Kristin Whidby | Rozier Hardt McDonough PLLC



Foundations
40%

Government
35%

Individuals
11%

Corporations & Law Firms
11%

Programs & Services
84%

Fundraising
9%

escaping violence & establishing safe and stable homes

Domestic Violence Survivors, Immigrant Survivors
of Gender Based Violence & At-Risk Children3,065

$3.8M
REVENUE

recruiting, training, and mentoring volunteer lawyers
Staff36

providing $18M+ in pro bono legal services annually
Active Volunteers600

$3.4M
EXPENSES
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Administrative
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The growth of DCVLP's staff in 2023, made
possible by increased support from
funders, has amplified the organization's
community impact. This expansion has
allowed DCVLP to serve a broader
audience and provide more
comprehensive assistance to survivors of
domestic violence and their families.

In 2023, DCVLP's revenue continued to be
sourced from various channels, including
government grants, private foundations,
law firms, corporate partners, and
individual donors. This diverse funding
base remains crucial for the organization's
day-to-day operations, enabling DCVLP to
sustainably deliver comprehensive, high-
quality legal services to thousands of
clients annually.
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Between 2022 and 2023, DCVLP’s operating
revenue increased by 23%, from $3.1M to
$3.8M. The impact of this financial growth is
best reflected in the greater number of
individuals DCVLP was able to serve. In
2023, DCVLP assisted 3,065 clients –
up 43% from 2022. This represents the
highest number of clients served by DCVLP in
a single year and underscores the
effectiveness of DCVLP’s volunteer model.

Through DCVLP’s model, volunteers are
paired with experienced Supervising
Attorneys for each case and clinic, ensuring
that clients receive top-notch legal
representation. Our Supervising Attorneys
play a vital role in guiding volunteers,
developing legal strategies, reviewing written
work, and providing courtroom support.

48,000
HOURS
IN FREE LEGAL SERVICES

IN 2023, 600

DONATED

WORTH $18 MILLION 

VOLUNTEERS

DCVLP LEVERAGES OUR UNIQUE MODEL OF PAIRING
VOLUNTEERS WITH SUPERVISING ATTORNEYS SO THAT
EVERY $1 IN REVENUE TRANSLATES INTO 
$6 IN FREE LEGAL SERVICES

Additionally, each case is supported by a dedicated Client Advocate who
addresses the holistic needs of survivors and their families. Client Advocates
offer services such as safety planning, trauma-informed crisis intervention,
emotional support, and access to vital social services like housing assistance,
counseling, and parenting classes through partnerships with various
organizations.

http://www.dcvlp.org/benefit20


2023 IMPACT

537
PROTECTION ORDER

CASES ACCEPTED

342
SURVIVORS & THEIR

CHILDREN 
HELPED IN FAMILY 

LAW CASES

CARLA’S STORY

Carla's journey to safety from her abusive relationship
was a long and challenging one. For a decade, she
endured emotional manipulation, control, and physical
violence at the hands of her abuser, who had even
threatened her life on multiple occasions. Despite the
immense difficulties she faced, Carla took the
courageous step of seeking help at one of DCVLP's
walk-in clinics.

When Carla arrived, she was already in the process of
seeking a civil protection order (CPO), but the
complexities of the legal system and language barriers
left her feeling overwhelmed and unsure of her options.
DCVLP's attorneys immediately sprang into action,
providing Carla with clarity and support. Together, they
crafted a plan that aligned with Carla's goals: she
sought a CPO, divorce, and primary custody of her
child.

With DCVLP by her side, Carla's journey took a positive
turn. The organization not only took on her cases for full
representation but also connected her with a Client
Advocate who provided additional support, linking her
to employment and counseling resources for long-term
stability.

Instead of enduring the daunting prospect of a trial,
DCVLP's attorneys skillfully negotiated on Carla's
behalf. Through their efforts, Carla’s abuser agreed to
the entry of a two-year CPO against him, granting Carla
sole custody of her child and securing child support.
The following day, Carla faced her divorce hearing with
newfound strength, knowing that her lawyers had
helped her secure sole custody and child support
through her CPO.

For Carla, DCVLP's impact was profound. She
expressed her gratitude to her attorneys,
acknowledging the immense help they provided and
the significant difference DCVLP made in her life.

DCVLP's Domestic Violence Program plays a
pivotal role in bridging the justice gap for
low-income survivors of domestic violence,
sexual assault, dating violence, stalking, and
gender-based violence in DC and MD.

Access to legal representation is a significant
factor in survivors' ability to break free from
abuse and establish long-term safety from
their abusers. However, a concerning
shortage of legal assistance exists, leaving
many survivors to confront their abusers in
court without representation.

DCVLP's Domestic Violence Program
addresses this pressing need by offering
comprehensive, trauma-informed legal
services to indigent DC and MD residents in
protection order, custody, and divorce
cases.

DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE
PROGRAM



DEJA’S STORY

Deja's journey began with uncertainty and
instability, as her parents navigated their own
challenges, leaving her godmother to provide a
stable home. With her mother struggling with
untreated mental health issues and her father
recently released from jail, Deja's future hung in
the balance.

Amidst the turmoil, the court appointed DCVLP
attorneys as Guardians Ad Litem to advocate for
Deja's well-being. With compassion and
determination, Deja‘s attorneys worked tirelessly
to foster collaboration between her father and
godmother, encouraging positive
communication and co-parenting efforts.
Meanwhile, they navigated the complexities of
Deja's mother's mental illness, striving to create a
safe connection between mother and child.

Through years of mediation and a lengthy trial,
Deja‘s attorneys prevailed. Their
recommendations paved the way for a suitable
arrangement, allowing Deja to thrive in a stable
and loving environment. Today, Deja resides
with her father, stepmother, and siblings,
supported by regular visits with her godmother
and supervised visits with her mother.

Deja's story is a testament to the crucial role
Guardians Ad Litem play in safeguarding the
well-being of children and ensuring that every
child's voice is heard.

In DCVLP’s Child Advocacy Program,
volunteer Guardians Ad Litem (GALs) are
appointed by family court judges to
represent child victims living in unsafe
environments. Our dedicated attorneys
advocate for the best interests of these
children in contested custody cases. Many
of these cases involve allegations of child
abuse and domestic violence, making our
role even more crucial in ensuring their
safety and well-being.

The work of our Child Advocacy Program is
indispensable in the District. DC Superior
Court judges continue to emphasize the
necessity for more Guardians Ad Litem to
provide victim-centric representation to
these children, highlighting the ongoing
importance of our program in safeguarding
the rights and well-being of the most
vulnerable members of our community.

CHILD
ADVOCACY
PROGRAM

2023 IMPACT

111
VULNERABLE

CHILDREN HAD A
COURT-APPOINTED
LAWYER TO ENSURE
THEIR VOICES ARE
HEARD AND THEIR

RIGHTS PROTECTED



Maximo, who identifies as LGBTQ, fled his
homeland of Zambia to seek safety and freedom
in the United States. In Zambia, Maximo faced
relentless persecution and violence from both
authorities and members of his community,
simply for living authentically. His activism made
him a target for arrest, beatings, and public
humiliation, forcing him to flee his home in
search of asylum.

When Maximo turned to DCVLP for help, our
dedicated attorneys stepped in to support him
on his journey to secure permanent legal status.
For the past three years, DCVLP has been by
Maximo's side, advocating for him as he
navigates the complex legal system.

Last year, DCVLP achieved a significant
milestone for Maximo by helping him obtain a 5-
year employment authorization document (EAD)
card. This card grants Maximo the ability to
work and provide for himself, offering a crucial
lifeline of stability and security as he awaits a
resolution to his asylum case.

Without the support of DCVLP's attorneys,
Maximo would face significant barriers in seeking
asylum and securing his rights in the United
States. DCVLP‘s Immigration Program ensures
that individuals like Maximo have the
opportunity to build a brighter future and find
safety and acceptance in their new home.

Immigrant survivors often face significant
barriers to accessing support services and
navigating the complexities of the U.S. legal
system, making them hesitant to seek
assistance. DCVLP’s Immigration Program
plays a crucial role in breaking down these
barriers by providing comprehensive legal
services to immigrant victims and vulnerable
children. Our dedicated attorneys offer a
range of support, including full legal
representation, to help survivors pursue
legal remedies that can provide them with
status and protection in the United States.

By offering compassionate legal
representation and ensuring survivors
understand their legal options, our
Immigration Program empowers immigrant
survivors to seek justice and build safer,
more stable lives for themselves and their
families. In 2023, our commitment to serving
this vulnerable population remained
steadfast, reflecting our belief that a life free
from violence and abuse is a basic human
right.

IMMIGRATION
PROGRAM

2023 IMPACT

141
IMMIGRATION CASES

WERE STAFFED BY
OUR ATTORNEYS TO HELP
VULNERABLE CHILDREN &

SURVIVORS OF
DOMESTIC AND GENDER-
BASED VIOLENCE OBTAIN

HUMANITARIAN RELIEF

MAXIMO’S STORY



Abby reached out to DCVLP when her first
attempt to protect herself and her children was
unsuccessful. Despite showing evidence of her
injuries and the threat she faced from her
children's father, the court initially didn’t grant
her a protection order (PO). Abby was living in
fear due to past violence from him, including
threats and physical attacks.

DCVLP stood by Abby’s side, guiding her
through the legal process. Our attorneys fought
for access to crucial documents and ensured
Abby had a fair chance to be heard in court.
When her case moved to a higher court, DCVLP
made sure Abby had an interpreter who spoke
her first language, Amharic, for the first time
ever. In a powerful hearing, DCVLP presented
evidence of the abuse Abby had endured,
including videos showing her children's father’s
violent behavior.

Finally, the judge granted Abby the protection
order she so desperately needed. This meant
she and her children could feel safe in their own
home. With the protection order in place, Abby
can finally breathe easier. But DCVLP isn’t
stopping there. We are continuing to support
Abby as she works towards long-term stability,
including representing her in future custody
hearings. Thanks to DCVLP, Abby can now look
towards a brighter, safer future for herself and
her children.

In neighboring Montgomery County, MD there is a
tremendous lack of access to justice for survivors,
with only 22% of victims represented by a lawyer
in their protection order cases. In response to this
growing need, the Montgomery County Family
Justice Center invited DCVLP to explore the
possibility of bringing our services to Maryland.

In September 2022, DCVLP’s Board of Directors
unanimously approved our geographic expansion
into Montgomery County and allocated $240,000
in an opportunity fund towards launching this
project. This strategic investment was made
possible through an increase in unrestricted
funding over the past several years and enabled
DCVLP to hire two full-time Managing Attorneys
who began providing direct legal services to
survivors in Maryland in January 2023.

In the first year of operations, DCVLP‘s presence
in Montgomery County has made a tremendous
impact. We look forward to incorporating our
volunteer model in Montgomery County so we
can further address the unmet need for
representation of survivors in court.

MONTGOMERY
COUNTY

ABBY’S STORY

2023 IMPACT

189
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

SURVIVORS IN
MONTGOMERY
COUNTY HAD
ACCESS TO AN

ATTORNEY



2023 IMPACT

1,096
INDIVIDUALS

SERVED AT OUR 
LEGAL CLINICS

LEGAL CLINICS
DCVLP in the Community

DCVLP initiated its clinic services in 2013 with a single
community-based clinic. Since then, our clinic network has
expanded into an integrated system of access points spread
throughout the city. These access points encompass locations
within courts and communities, partnerships with local
healthcare providers to offer medical-legal services on-site, and
the introduction of virtual clinics.

Brief legal advice is crucial for survivors of domestic and
gender-based violence as it empowers them with essential
knowledge about their legal rights and options, enabling
informed decision-making in navigating complex legal
systems. This guidance can be instrumental in helping
survivors secure protective orders, navigate custody and
support issues, and access other vital legal remedies,
fostering safety and autonomy.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, FAMILY LAW & IMMIGRATION CLINIC
Mt. Pleasant Neighborhood Library | 3160 16th St NW 
Every Wednesday 1pm-4pm
Counseling available from My Sister’s Place
Housing Services provided by District Alliance for Safe Housing

COMMUNITY BASED CLINICS
MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIPS
AIDS Healthcare Foundation | 2141 K St NW
Every Monday from 1:30pm-5:00pm
Children’s National at Shaw Metro | 641 S St NW
Every Wednesday 9:30am-1:30pm
AIDS Healthcare Foundation | 650 Pennsylvania Ave SE 
Every Wednesday 1:30pm-5:0 0pm
Children’s National at Columbia Heights | 3336 14th St NW
Every Friday 9:30am-1:30pm

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & FAMILY LAW CLINIC
The Commons at Stanton Square | 2375 Elvans Rd SE
Every Friday 10am-1pm
Healthcare & Housing services available from Community of Hope
Education, Food, & Family services available from Martha’s Table

COURT BASED CLINIC
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROTECTION ORDER CLINIC
DC Superior Court | 500 Indiana Ave NW
Every Tuesday 9:30am-1:00pm
Every Wednesday 9:30am-1 :00pm

REMOTE CLINICS
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & FAMILY LAW CLINIC
By Phone Every Monday 1:00pm - 5:00pm
By Phone Every Tuesday 1:00pm – 5:00pm

MAKING
JUSTICE 

ACCESSIBLE



10 YEARS OF CREATING ACCESS
TO FREE LEGAL ADVICE FOR SURVIVORS IN WASHINGTON, DC

Over the last ten years, DCVLP’s clinics have become one of the most critical aspects of
our service model. What began with a single community-based clinic operating once a
week in Ward 6 has grown into ten weekly clinics including community-based locations
across four wards, court-based access in DC Superior Court, and remote advice by phone. 

The number of clients we help through our clinics has tripled over the last ten years with
300 survivors receiving legal advice at our first clinic in 2013 to more than 1,000 survivors
receiving advice at our various clinics in 2023. 

Beyond the impact of accessing brief legal advice by itself, 32% of clinic visitors go on to
become DCVLP clients whose cases we accept for representation in protection order,
family law, and immigration matters. In 2023 alone, 461 clinic visitors received multiple
services through DCVLP.

DC residents can access free legal advice on protection orders, custody, divorce, and
child support at DCVLP’s first weekly walk-in clinic.

DCVLP’S FIRST WALK-IN CLINIC OPENS IN WARD 6

2013

This creates a new access point for domestic violence survivors to know their rights and
receive legal advice for free. 

SECOND WALK-IN CLINIC OPENS IN WARD 8

2018

The Domestic Violence Protection Order Clinic provides immediate legal assistance to
unrepresented survivors seeking protection orders on the day of their court hearings.

NEW COURT-BASED CLINIC OPENS

2019

DCVLP expanded its medical-legal partnership to two additional locations, providing
increased access to services throughout the District.

MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIPS EXPAND

2023

2021 This collaboration allows healthcare and legal professionals to address survivors'
intersecting needs in immigration, protection order, and family law cases.

MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIPS BEGIN

During the pandemic, DCVLP's community-based clinics transitioned to remote operations,
creating a vital new access point for survivors, which we adopted into our service model
even after resuming in-person clinics.

REMOTE CLINICS BECOME PERMANENT

2022

One of DCVLP’s primary goals is to respond to the needs of our community as they arise.
Informed by data collected on clinic visitors’ locations, our community-based Wednesday
clinic was relocated to the Mt. Pleasant Neighborhood Library in Columbia Heights.

RELOCATION OF WALK-IN CLINIC FROM WARD 6 TO WARD 1

2020 DCVLP’s immigration clinics were born of a trend we saw in the community, with many
survivors seeking legal advice who also qualified for humanitarian immigration relief. 

FIRST DEDICATED IMMIGRATION CLINIC OPENS



LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY
DCVLP attorneys frequently provide oral and written testimony regarding legislation
that directly affects our clients’ safety, stability, and access to legal services. In 2023,
DCVLP testified before DC’s elected officials on the following pieces of legislation:

Informed by our direct experience within the legal system, DCVLP stands poised to
advocate for policy changes and appellate actions crucial to challenging systemic
structures that perpetuate domestic violence, gender-based violence against
immigrant survivors, and the endangerment of children within unsafe households.

POLICY & APPELLATE
ADVOCACY PROGRAM

We recognize that our frontline work is more effective and impactful when there is good
law. Providing opportunities for DCVLP volunteers to engage in appellate advocacy is a
means to address and remedy unjust legal decisions. In 2023, DCVLP volunteers provided
1,200 pro bono hours valued at $450K representing clients in appellate cases where trial
judges issued decisions inconsistent with the law and that set dangerous precedent.

APPELLATE ADVOCACY 

B25-0042: GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE, LEGAL SEPARATION AND ANNULMENT
AMENDMENT ACT OF 2023 (IN FAVOR)
This bill aims to give domestic violence survivors a fair chance to leave their
abusers. It proposes changes like letting judges grant use of the family home
early in divorce proceedings and removing waiting periods for final
divorces. 

B25-0345: ACCOUNTABILITY AND VICTIM PROTECTION AMENDMENT ACT OF
2023 (IN FAVOR)
This bill tightens laws on unlawful disclosure, focusing on the defendant's
mental state and lack of consent in sharing sexual images. 

B25-0479: ADDRESSING CRIME THROUGH TARGETED INTERVENTIONS AND
VIOLENCE ENFORCEMENT (“ACTIVE”) AMENDMENT ACT OF 2023 (IN FAVOR)
This bill expands the definition of "significant bodily injury" to include
strangulation, making it easier to charge as a felony. It also allows victims of
strangulation to access certain medical exams.

B25-0464: GRANDPARENT AND CAREGIVER SUBSIDY ELIGIBILITY AMENDMENT
ACT OF 2023 (IN FAVOR)
This bill updates income eligibility requirements for grandparents or
relatives caring for children to receive financial support.

B25-0243: CFSA INVESTIGATION COMPLETION AMENDMENT ACT OF 2023 (IN
FAVOR)
This bill extends the deadline for abuse and neglect investigations from 30
to 45 days, with exceptions for certain serious cases like child fatality or sex
trafficking, where the deadline is extended to 60 days.

B25-0043: LOSING OUTDATED, VIOLENT EXCEPTIONS AMENDMENT ACT OF
2023 (IN FAVOR)
This bill aims to repeal the religious exception to the District’s definition of
child neglect.



ROXANA CANNON ARSHT 
LAW FELLOWSHIP

The Roxana Cannon Arsht Law Fellowship is named in honor of Adrienne
Arsht’s remarkable mother, The Hon. Roxana Cannon Arsht. Adrienne
Arsht established the fellowship at DC Volunteer Lawyers Project to
honor her mother’s groundbreaking achievements as Delaware’s fifth

female lawyer and the first female judge appointed in Delaware.

Through the Roxana Cannon Arsht
Fellowship, DC Volunteer Lawyers Project
honors Judge Arsht's pioneering spirit and
enduring legacy. The Fellowship is a two-
year program designed to empower female
attorneys by assisting with re-entry to the
workforce after taking a career break. 

Leadership Development: The Fellowship
program fosters female lawyers after taking a
professional hiatus by providing Fellows with
mentorship, training, and professional
development opportunities. Empowered with the
skills and knowledge to effect meaningful
change, they emerge as catalysts for social
justice within their communities and beyond.

Legal Empowerment: In the spirit of Judge
Arsht's commitment to equal access to justice,
Fellows provide comprehensive legal assistance
to survivors of domestic violence, immigrant
survivors of gender-based violence, and
underserved children. Through direct
representation and advocacy, they champion the
rights of those in need and strive to create a
more equitable society.

Community Engagement: Building on Judge
Arsht's legacy of community involvement,
Fellows actively engage with local organizations,
agencies, and advocacy groups to raise
awareness about legal rights and resources. By
nurturing partnerships and fostering dialogue,
they empower individuals to advocate for
themselves and effect positive change in their
lives.



With the partnership of volunteer attorneys from more than 80 law firms
and corporations, we help thousands of clients each year access lifesaving
legal resources. In 2023, volunteers affiliated with the corporate and law
firm partners listed below contributed an incredible 20,535 pro bono
hours valued at $7.7M in legal services across all of DCVLP’s practice areas. 

OUR CORPORATE &
LAW FIRM PARTNERS
ARE CRITICAL ALLIES
IN DCVLP’S WORK. 

Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer LLP
Gilbert LLP
Goulston & Storrs PC
Greenberg Traurig LLP
Groom Law Group, Chartered
Hooper, Lundy & Bookman, PC
Invenergy Inc.
Jackson & Campbell PC
Jenner & Block LLP
Jones Lang LaSalle IP, Inc.
Johnson & Masumi, PC
Johnson, Marcou, & Isaacs LLC
Jordan Lynch & Cancienne PLLC
JP Morgan
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP 
Keller & Heckman LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
The Knot Worldwide
KVS Title LLC
L Law Firm PLLC
Littler Mendelson P.C.
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP
Masa Group LLC
McDermott, Will & Emery LLP
McNeely Hare & War LLP
Microsoft
Miller & Chevalier Chartered
MillerMasciola
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky, and Popeo, P.C.
Morgan Stanley
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Perkins Coie LLP
Pfizer
Potomac Law Group, PLLC
PSA Airlines
Raytheon Technologies (RTX)
Reed Smith LLP
Shannon & Wright LLP
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP
Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Squire Patton Boggs LLP
UGI Utilities, Inc.
Vinson & Elkins LLP
Wilkinson Stekloff LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP
Wright & Talisman, P.C.
ZwillGen PLLC

$1M+ Contributed in Pro Bono Hours

Hogan Lovells US LLP

$500,000 - $999,000 Contributed in Pro Bono Hours

Latham & Watkins LLP
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Verizon Communications Inc.

$100,000 - $499,000 Contributed in Pro Bono Hours

Amazon
Clifford Chance US LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Cozen O'Connor P.C.
Elias Law Group LLP
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP
King & Spalding LLP
Nixon Peabody LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP
White & Case LLP
Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

up to $99,000 Contributed in Pro Bono Hours

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Baker & Hostetler LLP
Bean, Kinney & Korman, P.C.
Bergmann & Moore LLC
Blank Rome LLP
BraunHagey & Borden LLP
Clario
Clark Hill PLC
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC
Crowell & Moring LLP
Dechert LLP
Dentons US LLP
Devlin Law Firm LLC
Dinsmore & Shohl, LLP
DLA Piper LLP
Duane Morris LLP
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC
Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP
Exactech, Inc.
Exelon Corporation
ExxonMobil
Fenwick & West LLP
Foley Hoag LLP
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy LLP
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CIVIL PROTECTION ORDER VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR
Omeed Alerasool, Marilyn Robb, and Alexi Velez 

 of Elias Law Group 

CUSTODY AND DIVORCE VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Stephanie Fischer Bennett

CHILD ADVOCACY VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Ana Aguillard of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

IMMIGRATION VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Trillium Chang of Zuckerman Spaeder LLP

LEGAL CLINIC VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR
Carolyn Afshar

Mari Gonzalez of Latham & Watkins LLP
 Sebastian Orozco of McDermott Will & Emery 

APPELLATE ADVOCACY VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Prianka Sharma

Karen Bosshart

Gabbi Blum
Latham & Watkins LLP

OVERALL
VOLUNTEERS
OF THE YEAR

VOLUNTEERS 
OF THE YEAR

2023



Julie Pittman
Monica Pyles
Kellye Quirk
Shelsea Ramirez
Renita Rathinam
Nicholas Ravotti
Colleen Robertson
Jessica Rogers
Siarra Rogers
Denise Rosado
Emma Rose
Jenna Ross
Debbie Roumell
Rebecca Rubin
Vivian Salama
Penelope Saltzman
Abdie Santiago
Katharine Saunders
Jill Sayenga
Sonya Schwartz
Serena Seaman
Robin Seegers
Andres Sellitto Ferrari
Edith Serrano
Rachel Shelbourne
Josh Short
Rebecca Simon
Lisa Soronen
Rachel Stuckey
Erin Sullivan
Joshua Toll
Sarah Tunney
Jenna Tyrpak
Margaret Valachovic
Eric Wang
Liz Wangu
Melinda Warner
Cassidy Webb
Matthew Wexler
T. Clark Weymouth
Katherine Wheatley
Kristin Whidby
Eunsung Yoo
Luyao Zhang
Patrick Zinck
Karen Zizmor
Tracy Zorpette

Olga Fleysh
Sergio Fontanez
Ray Gans
Thalia Garcia
Jessica Garvin
Melissa Giangrande
Conor Gilligan
Christopher Glaser
Marifiel Gonzalez
W. George Grandison
Donnequa Grantham
Laura Griffen
Brenda Gruss
Lara Hakki
Courtney Helt
Monica Hernandez
Jennifer Hill
Kacey Hirtle
Ollachi Holman
Melinda Jakab
Rana Jazayerli
Jerrod Jones
Isaac Katz
Chafica Khodr Agha
Shanell King
Katherine Kramer
Eduarda Lague
Erik Lampmann-Shaver
Paul Lee
Elizabeth Lietz
Jiayu Liu
Michelle Lockard
Nancy Lopez
Andrew Magloughlin
Marisa Maleck
George Marcou
Marine Margaryan
Raquel Martinez-Sloan
Alicia Matarese
Tiauna Mathieu
Rachel May
Nicole McLaren
Afiya McLaughlin Johnson
Brendan McNamara
Lauren Misztal
Rianna Modi
Samantha Moench
Juan Monticelli
John Morrison
Jhierney Murdock
Rebecca Nassab
Axelle Nassirou
Toccara Nelson
Paula Ortiz Cardona
Mobolanle Osinubi
Krista Pages
Erin Pannek
Claudia Pare
Eric Parnes
Judy Patterson
Mary Penn
Lissa Percopo
Anna Perina

HIGH HONORS
100+ HOURS

Alexander Afnan
Anna Aguillard
Omeed Alerasool
Basil Al-Quaneh
Sarah Altschuller
Jasmine Amensua
Kim Andrews
Nicole Banton
Andre Batson
Sophie Baum
Randi Bazemore
Marina Beckhard
Jessica Bigby
Jeff Black
Laura Bladow
Kathleen Blanchard
Megan Blelloch
Gabrielle Blum
Lauren Bocanegra
Mary Bohan
Karen Bosshart
Nanci Bramson
Mark Brennan
Victoria Brown
Tiara Brown
Shane Bryan
Rachel Buff
Michaela Burroughs
Graeme Bush
Justin Campbell
Arda Cankat
Derek Centola
Varsha Chandra
Trillium Chang
Zachary Chapman
Yannie Chen
Chi Chukwuogo
Paloma Cipolla Moguilevsky
Eric Clamage
Cassady Cohick
Glenda Coleman
Mariah Creech
Ali D'Amelio
Kyle Dandelet
Steven Dean
Blair Decker
Stevie DeGroff
Molly Diamondstein
Danielle Douglas
Linda Dreeben
Erin Drenning
Mary Dunbar
Cayla Ebert DeJaco
Leslie Edelstein
Hassan Elsouri
Sabrina Escalera Flexhaug
Sara Falk
Fleming Farrell
Stephanie Fischer Bennett
Patrick Flaherty

In 2023, 600 volunteer attorneys donated 48,000 pro bono hours valued at
$18M. We are deeply grateful for every volunteer who provided their time
and legal expertise to help domestic violence survivors, immigrant survivors
of gender-based violence, and vulnerable children have a voice in court. We
have done our very best to ensure the accuracy of this listing. Please bring
any errors or omissions to our attention by contacting Sara Jamison at
sjamison@dcvlp.org. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE THE CORNERSTONE
OF THE WORK WE DO AT DCVLP. 

HONORS
50-99 HOURS

Mintewab Abebe
Katie Aber
Maria Adebayo
Carolyn Afshar
Jin Ahn
Khaled Al Tarazi
Amanda Alameddine
Luke Albi
Ted Alexander

Samita Ali-Khan
Amanda Allen
Jesus Alvarado-Rivera
Shiza Arshad
Heather Artinian
Cristina Arumi
Sarah Ashkan
John Athridge
Adya Baker
Anjali Baliga
Priscila Bandeira
Nigel Barrella
Norhan Bassiouny
Esperance Becton
Lourdes Bejarano
Eleni T. Belay
Katie Bernstine
Eli Berns-Zieve
Savannah Billingham-
Hemminger
Hanks Bird
Jennifer Bisgaier
Jessica Black Livingston
Alycia Blackwell
Anna Bobrow
Elizabeth Boison
Dylan Boivin
Anne Bonfiglio
Katherine Borchert
Sanchita Bose
Molly Bowen
Henry Brewster
Tyler Bridegan
Elizabeth Brim
Teeanna Brisco
Jordan Brown
Tiera Brown
Blanca Caceres
Elizabeth Cannon
Alessandra Carozza
Olivia Carvajal
Annabelle Castleman
Ayesha Cheema
David Chen
Simon Chin
Jeffrey Clair
Majidah Cochran
Aidan Coleman
Erin Collins
Schantell Comegys
Hanna Conger
Justin Connor
Jennifer Corcoran
Taylor Costanzo
Christina Craige
Tanisha Creed
Lisanne Crowley
Alice Curran
Olukayode Dada
Lina Dagnew
Gloria Danziger
James Darlson
Moriah Daugherty
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Mashal Shah
Shervin Shahnazi
Prianka Sharma
Anna Sheridan
Katherine Shin
Sahara Shrestha
Christina Silberman
Cary Silverman
Tal Simon
Rashida Sims
Gregory Song
Louisa Soulard
Katherine St. Romain
Nancy Stade
Jeni Stallings
Jay Stephens
Trent Sterneck
Lindy Stevens
Kelley Storey
Lila Sultan
Clinton Summers
Elizabeth Symonds
Sherah Tan
Maureen Taylor
Carina Tenaglia
Geeta Tholan
Caroline Toman
Joyce Tong Oelrich
Erida Tosini-Corea
Taylor Tremont
Andrea Trespalacios
Tangi Turner
Kaan Ulgen
Devin Urness
Eddy Valverde
Ludivine Van der Heyden
Alexi Velez
Adriana Velez-Leon
Anand Viswanathan
Ian Vitalis
Christine Vlasic
Tyra Walker
Sandy Wall
Taylar Walz
Jinling Wang
Susan Wang
Tessa Ward
Gwendolyn Washington
Stacey Weber
Ilene Weinreich
Jacob Weissman
David Wetzel
Monae White
Stephanie Whiteley
Clayton Wiggins
Thomas Wiltshire
Casey Witte
Shaina Wolfe
Andrea Woods
Jonathan Wright
Gabrielle Wynn
Evan Yahng
Leonard Yoo
Cristina Zambrana
Sara Zeimer
Wanyu Zhang
Katherine Zhao
Ivy Ziedrich

Hooman Movassagh
Justin Murphy
Mahika Narula
Aleena Nasir
Theodore Nastase
Joshua Nathanson
Gabbriela Nechemia
Lindsay Neinast
Monica Nicholls
Yemisi Ogunro
Elisabeth Ojo
Fleur Oke
Orla O'Keeffe
Concepcion Olivera
Samantha Ong
Sebastian Orozco
Scott Oslick
Brooke Padgett
Logan Page
Becka Paradis
Yae-Ahn Park
Andrew Pecoraro
Marley Peters
Sara Pikofsky
Regina Pitarch
Petr Polasek
Connie Potter
Ed Prokop
Grace Pyo
Jennie Rabinowitz
Meenah Rahimazai
Kareem Ramadan
Ismarí Ramos-Medina
Natalie Rao
Stephen Raptis
Jason Raymond
David Redl
Breanna Reeves
Alexandria Reid
Linda Rhodes
Amy Rios
Natalie Ritchie
Marilyn Robb
Anna Rodriguez
Claire Rodriguez
Elizabeth Rohlfs
Carter Rosekrans
Catherine Rosenberg
Daniel Rosenberg
Ronald Ross
Darby Rourick
Nancy Rubenstein
Daniel Rubin
Joseph Ruckert
Jacobo Rueda
Sydney Rupe
Elisabeth Ryan
Maria Saad
Ann Sablosky
DeVann Sago
Bailey Sanders
Phil Sandick
Renuka Santhanagopalan
Brendan Saslow
Katherine Sawczyn
Chelsea Schinnour
Markley Schlegel
Marisa Schnaith 
Susan Schneider
Cori Schreider

Quintessa Davis
Karen Day
Patrick Decker
Lisa DeMarchi Sleigh
Kerrie Dent
Gary DePalo
Hypolite Deumeni Pene
Julia Diaz
Martha Dickey
Grayson Dimick
Minji Doh
Geminesse Dorsey
Antonia Douglas
Kathryn Dowling
Eugene Elrod
Andualem Ergando
Nicole Escobar
Damasia Escudero
Ceyla Esendemir
Barbara Etkind
Olamide Fadahunsi
Tucker Farman
Funmilayo Fenwa
Hannah Fiest
Joseph Fiorill
Lauren Fleming
Gwen Flemming
Jemie Fofanah
David Foster
Chris Frascella
Antoinette Fuoto
Nancy Furman Paul
Judy Gallagher
Rupinder Garcha
Jane Garrido
Alan Geolot
Gregory Giammittorio
Emily Gibson
Kendyl Gilmore
Helen Gordon
Natalie Granda
Robert Greffenius
Christina Grigorian
Neer Gupta
Nellie Guzman
Katherine Guzmán
Naari Ha
Meaghan Haley
Amber Hammond
Marie Hanewinckel
Jamie Hannah
John Hannon
Rachel Harney
Alexis Hart
Ashley Hayes
Andrew Hayes
Kelly Hibbert
Allen Hicks
Samantha Higgs
Alexandra Highsmith
Marissa Hill Daley
Toni Hodge
Minita Holloway
Misty Howell
Aaron Hsieh
Cheryl Hutman
Marylenny Iglesias
Megan Ingram
Todd Itami

Sarah James
Melvin Jarrett
Adriane Jemmott
Julian Jiggetts
Abigail Johansen
Meredith Johnson
Renee Jones
Chervonti Jones
Samantha Kanekuni
David Kanstoroom
Andrew Kaplan
Ilana Kattan
Victoria Kazmierczak
Nicole Keenan
Benjamin Kennedy
Sarah Killory
Jim Kimble
Caleb King
Allison Kraynek
Charlotte Kress
Monica Kulkarni
Trust Kupupika
Jeongin Kwon
Ashley Kwon
Josh LaFianza
Susan Lahne
Heather Lamberg
Vanessa Le
Lani Lear
Demia Lee
Meghan Leibold
Lisa Leibow
Sharron Levine
Suzanne Levy Friedman
Genevieve Lewis
Linchi Liang
Erin Lieberman
Chuck Lobsenz
Gretchen Lopez
Geoffrey Louden
Susannah Loumiet
Amber Lowery
Katy Lucas
Lisa Luftig
Regina Lutz
Jennifer Macauley
Sean Macdonald
Allyson Madrid
Ashley Maiolatesi
Rebecca Mandel
Natasha Mandell
Meredith Manuel
Gabe Marx
Peter Masciola
Thomas Matthew
Lauren McGuire
Nicholas McGuire
Lauren McNerney
Stephanie McVea
Alexander Mehner
Anna Meresidis
Madeline Merkle
Caroline Mew
Patrick Miller
Tamara Miller
Kristen Miluski
Drew Mitnick
Meaghan Mixon
Leaje Morris

“The lawyers appointed to my case helped me with everything.
They were available to me, and they defended my interests as
if they were their own. I felt accompanied at all times and they
were always willing to answer my questions. They restored
peace to my life and protected my son.”

-DCVLP Client & DV Survivor



2023 
DONORS

On behalf of the survivors and children served in 2023,
we are grateful to the following individuals and
organizations for their generous support. 

We hope that each donor listed below senses the
immeasurable impact of your generosity. 

$2,500 - $4,999

Anonymous (1)
Melanie Aitken
Katie Berger
Jen Cassell
Alexis Collins and Stephen Kotev
DC Mayor's Office: Latino Community
    Development Grant (LCDG)
DLA Piper LLP
Linda Dreeben
Barbara and David Garlock
Kathryn Hanley
Renata Hesse and Joshua Soven
Littler Mendelson P.C.
Maggie Prieto and Mark Michael
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP
Caroline Stanton
Cliff and Debbie White
Wiley Rein LLP

$1,000 - $2,499

Edward Basile
Stephanie and David Bergman
Hal Brewster and Geoff Wetrosky
Catherine and Phillip Bye Fund
Marjan Charness
Neil and Marcy Cohen
Cuneo Gilbert & LaDuca LLP
Denton DeSotel
Caleb Dulis
Jamillia Ferris and Joshua Harrison
Susan Fox and Jeffrey Markowitz
Veronica Gomez-Lobo and Tom Fishbein
Frances Harburg
Sara Jamison and Steven Katz
Jewish Communal Fund
Jane and Paul Khoury
Rakesh Kilaru
Desiree and John Magney
Ann Malester
Mark Mansor
Karen Barker Marcou and George Marcou
Beth McKie
Andrea and John Murino
Aisling O'Shea
Kristina Papeckyte
Lissa Percopo
Jeremy Robison
Sabrina Rose-Smith
Amy Saltzman
Jennifer Schafer Soderman
Kamil Shields
Jasmin Tohidi

*We have done our very best to
ensure the accuracy of this
listing. Please bring any errors or
omissions to our attention 
by contacting Sara Jamison at
sjamison@dcvlp.org. Please
note, this list does not reflect
2023 Benefit sponsorships. All
Benefit contributions are
acknowledged in pages 22 – 24
of this report.

$100,000+

Adrienne Arsht
DC Bar Foundation
DC Mayor's Office: Immigrant Justice       
     Legal Services (IJLS)
DC Office of Victim Services

$50,000 - $99,999

Philip L. Graham Fund

$20,000 - $49,999

MD Governor's Office of Crime  
     Control and Prevention
Greater Washington Community
    Foundation
Hearst Foundation
O'Neill Foundation
Share Fund
US Department of Justice
Verizon Communications Inc.

$10,000 - $19,999

George Frederick Jewett 
     Foundation East
George Preston Marshall Foundation
Illinois Tool Works Inc.
Alexandra Klingenstein
Maryland Legal Services Corporation
    (MLSC)
Morrison & Foerster LLP
Morton and Beverley Rechler
     Family Foundation
Bennett Stichman

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous (1)
Denise Bertrand
Covington & Burling LLP
Cayla Ebert DeJaco and 
     Robert DeJaco
Tom Hentoff and Sally Sloan
Jack R. Anderson Foundation
Lumina Foundation
Jennie Rabinowitz and Dan Jamieson
Kaiti Saunders and Rob Colenso
Kim Simons

$500 - $999

Jessica Abrahams
Samita Ali-Khan
Sarah Andrews
Olivia and Bill Baker
Nicole Banton
Benevity
Matt Cohen and Katie Kedian
Robert and Deborah Collins
Ingrid Creppell and
     Robert Mudge
Helima Croft
Leslie Dach and Mary Dickie
Susan Felzer and Michael Siegel
Art Gardenswartz and 
     Sonya Priestly
Lucie Greer
Maryann Grunseth
GW Phi Alpha Delta
     Pre-Law Fraternity
Laurie Lipper
Virginia Miller
Mary Nikityn
Paypal Giving Fund
Paul Prettitore
Ramona Quillet
Steve Raptis
Natalie Ritchie
Audrey Roofeh
Sheri Shilling
Trent Sterneck
Thomas S. Wootton High
    School, Jamie Hogan
    Memorial Fund
Cassidy Webb
Joann Weiner
T. Clark Weymouth
Kit Wheatley
Kristin and Tyler Whidby
World Bank Group
Tracy Zorpette and 
     Scott Lassman



Anne Marie Longobucco
Regina Lopez and Dave Cochran
Kyla Magun
Nico Maltas
Alphonsus Marcelis
Amber Mathis
Bailey Mathis
Jimmy McEntee
Ana-Maria McKessy
Cristina Mendez
Patty Montoya
Alice Norman
Anna Perina
Alexandra Piper
Sharis and Thorn Pozen
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Renita Rathinam
John Rich
Siarra Rogers
Lindsay Rosenstein
Nancy Rubenstein
Laura Scott
Sinclair Sheers
Ronica Shelton
Peggy Shirreffs
Sidley Austin LLP
Natasha Sim
Rashida Sims
Shawn Skolky
Victoria Smith
Jessica Smith
Louisa Soulard
Bethany Spector
Kate St. Romain
Victoria Stanley
Beth Stekler
Rebecca Streidel
Rachel Stuckey
Urjita Sudula
Justin Talarczyk
Justyn Tate
Nicole Tatz
Robert Taylor
Gabe Taylor
Mary Thamer
Lori Tsang
Elana Tyrangiel
Devin Urness
Kay Vollans
Gabrielle Witkin
Myron York
Jane Yourish
Ryan Zumwalt

“MY LEGAL TEAM WAS AMAZING AND BEYOND
HELPFUL. WORDS CAN’T DESCRIBE HOW

THANKFUL I AM FOR THEM.” 

Zach Chapman and 
     Matt Brown
George Clark
Donn Cohen
Combined Federal  
     Campaign (CFC) 
Sarah Corcoran
Erin Daniels
Amanda Davidoff
Taylor DeLorenzo
Lowell Denning
Jeannette Dixon
Gem Dorsey
Craig Dubishar
Meredith Ellison
Michelle Engelmann
Tucker Farman
Pam Feinstein
Stephanie Fischer Bennett
John Fitzgerald
Mastin Fowler
Ronnie Gardstein
Alan Geolot
Greg Giammittorio
Katie Giglio
Laura Ginns
Tim Glennie
Nancy Golding and 
     Robert Hartheimer
Jennifer Gonzalez
Claudia Gwilliam
Lisa and Dave Halsey
John Hannon
Marissa Hill Daley
Valerie Horst
Jennifer Howard
Husch Blackwell LLP
Suzanne and Jack Hutto
Vicki Jackson
Kyle Jefcoat
Suzanne Johnson
Andrea Johnson
David Kanstoroom
Trish Kelly and 
     John Kellenberg
Juliana Kennedy
Robert Kidd
Nicholas Kirsch
Eva Klain
Owen Kopon
Philip Kreutziger
Alex and Joe Krisch
Daniel Kun
Jim Lambert
Lisa Leibow
Hallie Liberto
Judd Littleton
Chris Lloyd

$250 - $499

Eric and Suzanne Adler
Ted Alexander
Jennifer Bisgaier
Kathleen Blanchard
Dalia Blass
Brian Branine
William Brewster
Eric Christensen
Michael Cooperman
Maya Desai
Brian Egan
Allison Everhardt
Monica Groat
Monica Hernandez
Eleanor Kerlow
Lalitha Madduri
Steven Magel
Barbara Maguire Sloss
Princess and
     Councilmember Kenyan
     McDuffie
Kjersten Morrison
Carol O'Keefe
Shannon O'Neil
Asha Padmanabhan
Jenna and Jason Ross
Jill Sayenga
Therese Stuckey
Whitney Taylor Dunsmore
    and William Baker
Edward and Elaine Tennen
Sara Bresnick Tennen and
    Adam Tennen
Rachel Toth
Liz Trosman
Christina Tsafoulias
Howard Walker

up to $249

Rachel Ain
Amazon Smile
Dustin Anderson
Ethan Anderson
Amy Barker and 
     Mike Moiseyev
Margaret and Pat Barry
Amy Berger and 
     Glen Nager
Nadja Bleiber
Mary Bohan
Donna Born
Michael and Mary Bresnick
Dara Brown
Elizabeth and Chet Burrell
Eric Carlson

-DCVLP Client & DV Survivor
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Established in 2020 to recognize the generosity of donors
making annual leadership gifts of $1,000 or more and
Benefit sponsors at the $2,500 level and above, the
Amplifying Voices Society serves as a cornerstone of
financial support for DCVLP. 

This unrestricted funding provides the highest level of
financial flexibility for DCVLP, enabling us to deliver pro
bono legal services to thousands of clients annually who
are survivors of domestic violence, immigrant survivors of
gender-based violence, and at-risk children living in
poverty. 

In addition to being recognized personally, Amplifying
Voices Society members are invited to special AVS
events, receive a certificate of membership suitable for
framing, and receive special acknowledgment in various
DCVLP publications throughout the year.

AMPLIFYING VOICES 
SOCIETY MEMBERS

Anonymous (2)
Jessica Abrahams
Melanie Aitken
Adrienne Arsht

James and Kaye Barker
Edward Basile
Katie Berger

Stephanie and David Bergman
Denise Bertrand

Katherine and David Bradley
Hal Brewster and Geoff Wetrosky

Beth Brinkmann
Christina Brito and Denis Roy

Jenny Brody
Laurie Brown
Lynda Carter
Jen Cassell

Marjan Charness
Neil and Marcy Cohen

Alexis Collins and Stephen Kotev
Amanda Davidoff

Elissa and Tom Davidson
Lin Delaney

Denton DeSotel
Linda Dreeben

Caleb Dulis
Cayla Ebert DeJaco and Robert DeJaco

Jamillia Ferris and Joshua Harrison
Susan Fox and Jeffrey Markowitz

Barbara and David Garlock
Veronica Gomez-Lobo and Tom Fishbein

Kathryn Hanley
Frances Harburg

Dale and Stephen Harburg
Debbie Harmon and Bob Seder

Tom Hentoff and Sally Sloan
Renata Hesse and Joshua Soven

Phil Hurst and Samantha Marshall

Bill Isaacson and Sophia McCrocklin
Sara Jamison and Steven Katz

David Kanstoroom
Jane and Paul Khoury

Rakesh Kilaru
Alexandra Klingenstein

Alex and Joe Krisch
Desiree and John Magney

Ann Malester
Mark Mansor

Karen Barker Marcou and George Marcou
Kate and Joe Margolis

Cheryl Masri
Beth McKie

Sarah Morgenthau and Carl Wessel
Andrea and John Murino

Aisling O'Shea
Kristina Papeckyte

Lissa Percopo
Sharis and Thorn Pozen

Maggie Prieto and Mark Michael
Jennie Rabinowitz and Dan Jamieson

Jeremy Robison
Sabrina Rose-Smith

Tara Sakraida Parker and Rich Parker
Amy Saltzman

Pam and Dick Sauber
Kaiti Saunders and Rob Colenso

Jennifer Schafer Soderman
Kamil Shields
Kim Simons

Caroline Stanton
Bennett Stichman

Jen and Zac Stillerman
Jasmin Tohidi

Katharine Weymouth
Cliff and Debbie White

David Zapolsky

Visit www.dcvlp.org/amplifyingvoices to become a member of the Amplifying Voices Society today. 

2023



LE

GACY CIRCLE

DONORS

Adrienne Arsht
Olivia and Bill Baker

James and Kaye Barker
Carol and John Boochever

Nanci and Jim Bramson
Lisanne Crowley and Dwight Dickinson

Barbara and David Garlock
Amy Goldberg and Andrew Schwartz

Veronica Gomez-Lobo and Tom Fishbein
Helen Gordon

Dale and Stephen Harburg
Frances Harburg

Bill Isaacson and Sophia McCrocklin
Trish Kelly and John Kellenberg

Jane and Paul Khoury
Karen Barker Marcou and George Marcou

Louise and Joe Micallef
Sharis and Thorn Pozen

Maggie Prieto and Mark Michael
Leslie Rose and Stephen Kohn

Pam and Dick Sauber
Alison Vest and Ken Cox

Joann Weiner

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to the
following donors who have steadfastly supported our

work, making DCVLP a philanthropic priority in each of
the last 10 years. Your continued generosity has been
essential in expanding DCVLP’s programs and services
so that thousands of survivors can access an attorney
each year. Thank you for believing in DCVLP and for

leaving a legacy in our community!



Co-Chairs

Christina Brito & Denis Roy

Host Committee

15
YEARS OF D

C
V

LP

DCVLP’s 2023 Benefit was a special evening honoring our
Co-Founders, Karen Barker Marcou, Jenny Brody, and
Marla Spindel in celebration of the organization’s 15th
anniversary.

We were pleased to recognize Covington & Burling LLP
and Amazon as our Pro Bono and Corporate Partners of
the Year, respectively, for their impactful contributions on
behalf of domestic violence survivors and at-risk children
in our community.

Guests also heard from DCVLP’s clients, staff, and
supporters, including our 2023 Champion of Justice, James
Smith-Williams, Defensive End of the Washington
Commanders, who is an outspoken advocate for survivors
of domestic violence and sexual assault.

Jessica Abrahams
Melanie Aitken
Beth Brinkmann
Jessica Carter Altman
Zach Chapman 
Susan Fox
Melissa Giangrande 
Laura Griffen
Isa Herrera Moya
Lani Lear

Kate Margolis
Louise Micallef
Lissa Percopo
Sharis Pozen
Tiana Russell
Tara Sakraida-Parker & Rich Parker
Christina Silberman 
Jen Stillerman
Katharine Weymouth
Sissy Yates

CHAMPION OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON
CO MMANDERS
DEFENSIVE END

James Smith-Williams

PRO BONO PARTNER
OF THE YEAR

CORPORATE PARTNER
OF THE YEAR



Champion | Sponsorships & Gifts 
of $25,000 and above

Anonymous (1)
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Kate and Joe Margolis
Pfizer

Defender | Sponsorships & Gifts 
from $15,000 - $24,999

Annette M. and Theodore N. Lerner
    Family Foundation, Inc.
Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
King & Spalding LLP
Karen Barker Marcou and George Marcou
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
Williams & Connolly LLP

Protector | Sponsorships & Gifts 
from $10,000 - $14,999

Anonymous (1)
Amazon
James and Kaye Barker
Christina Brito and Denis Roy
Clifford Chance US LLP
DLA Piper LLP
Bill Isaacson and Sophia McCrocklin
Knock Out Abuse
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Ropes & Gray LLP
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
Verizon Communications Inc.
Katharine Weymouth

Voice | Sponsorships & Gifts 
from $7,500 - $9,999

Alexis Collins and Stephen Kotev
Crowell & Moring LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Winston & Strawn LLP

Guardian | Sponsorships & Gifts 
from $5,000 - $7,499

Katherine and David Bradley
Hal Brewster and Geoff Wetrosky
Beth Brinkmann
Capital Group
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Delaney Stafford LLC
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Fenwick & West LLP
Barbara and David Garlock
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Veronica Gomez-Lobo and Tom Fishbein

THANK YOU TO
OUR SUPPORTERS

Dale and Stephen Harburg
Debbie Harmon and Bob Seder
Phil Hurst and Samantha Marshall
Mayer Brown LLP
McDermott, Will & Emery LLP
Nardello & Co. LLC
Nestlé USA
Perkins Coie LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Sharis and Thorn Pozen
Raytheon Technologies
Reed Smith LLP
Tara Sakraida Parker and Rich Parker
Pam and Dick Sauber
Kamil Shields
The Harry and Florence Sloan Foundation
Wilkinson Stekloff LLP
ZwillGen PLLC

Advocate | Sponsorships & Gifts 
from $2,500 - $4,999

Jessica Abrahams
AdvantEdge Workspaces
Melanie Aitken
Jenny Brody
Laurie Brown
Capital One
Lynda Carter
Elissa and Tom Davidson
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP
Goulston & Storrs PC
Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis LLP
Ijaz Group
Jackson & Campbell PC
K&L Gates LLP
David Kanstoroom
Alex and Joe Krisch
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP
McKinney Figini LLC
Sarah Morgenthau and Carl Wessel
Andrea and John Murino
Nixon Peabody LLP
O'Melveny & Meyers LLP
Maggie Prieto and Mark Michael
Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Jen and Zac Stillerman
Troutman Pepper Hamilton Sanders LLP
White & Case LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati LLP
David Zapolsky

Supporter | Sponsorships & Gifts 
from $1,000 - $2,499

Mark Barker
Liz Barratt-Brown
Jessie Carter Altman
Zach Chapman and Matt Brown
Lisanne Crowley and Dwight Dickinson
Linda Dreeben
Caleb Dulis
John and Kimberly Emerson
Helen Gordon



Adele Robinson
Justin Rogers
Leslie Rose and Stephen Kohn
Shelley Rubin
Athena Russo
AJ Samad
Meghan Schott
Debodhonyaa Sengupta
Peggy Shiffrin
Rebecca Simpson and Joseph Testa
Susan Spock
Stephen and Caroline Springer
Leah Steinberg
Barbara Strack
Grace Sullivan
Nicole Tatz
Laura Taylor
Carina Tenaglia
Brian Thompson
Rachel Toth
John Tremblay
Lori Tsang
Marisue Uhrich
Dennis Uhrich
Kaan Ulgen
Cindy Vazquez
Alison Vest and Ken Cox
Victoria Wallace
The Honorable Steven Wellner
Thomas White
Robb Winters
Andrea Young

Supporter Cont.

Laura Griffen
Corey Griffin
Karen Grisez
Aaron Hagler
Maria Heyman
Ivy and Horace Howells
Holly Idelson
Brian Jacobs
Frank Marshall and Florence Auld
Joseph Matelis
Louise and Joe Micallef
Keith and Leeny Oberg
Linda Potter and Tim Shriver
Jeffrey Raver and Mathew Gulick
Linda Rhodes
Carla Rountree
Ron Silverman
Natasha Sim
Sally Sloan and Tom Hentoff
Ellen Blankenstein Spiegel and 
     Adam Spiegel
Annette Stanley
Sara Bresnick Tennen and 
     Adam Tennen
Susan Wechsler
Elyssa Wenzel
Kristin and Tyler Whidby
Tracy Zorpette and Scott Lassman

Gifts up to $999

Lia Albini
Ted Alexander
Samita Ali-Khan
Nicole Banton
Amy Berger and Glen Nager
Jennifer Bisgaier
Laura Bladow
Katherine Bradley and Jon Fregger
Michelle Brady
Anne Bresnick
Irene Bueno
Chet and Elizabeth Burrell
Kyle Campanile
Sabrina Cartan

Shambhavi Chandraiah
David Chen
Christopher Clark
Matt Cohen and Katie Kedian
Marie Cohen
Khrish DeLoatch
Lisa Dewey
Sam Dietle
Danielle Douglas
Craig Dubishar
Ryan Duncan
Cayla Ebert DeJaco and Robert DeJaco
Suzanne Feuerstein
Vanessa Garriga 
Gina Green and Peter Williams
Jonathan Greenbaum and Virginia Kling
Claudia Gwilliam
Catherine Hannan
Marea Hatziolos Grant
Isa Herrera Moya
Renata Hesse and Joshua Soven
Jerin Horton
Todd Itami
Cary Kadlecek
Carol Kaplan
Trish Kelly and John Kellenberg
Andrew Lacovara
Lani Lear
Suzanne Levy Friedman
Alex Link
Barbara Maguire Sloss
Cristina Marciano
Caitlin McGinnis
Lauren McGuire
Beth McKie
Meg McKinney
Stephanie Nashman and Adam Chmara
Christine Norton
Sebastian Orozco
Lissa Percopo
Jeffrey Pollak
Jennie Rabinowitz and Dan Jamieson
Gabrielle Ramirez
Ismarí Ramos-Medina
Danielle Robinson

Your generosity is
Changing Lives!



SU
ST

AINING CIRCLE

Honoring the longstanding support of law firms
and corporations previously honored as our 

PRO BONO PARTNER OF THE YEAR 

and

 CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
PARTNER OF THE YEAR 

who continue to go above and beyond with
their commitment to DCVLP and the

community we serve together.
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D
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Giving Day 
Save the Date | Thursday, October 24, 2024

for DCVLP's 4th Annual 
#ForTheGood Campaign & Giving Day

Join us for our annual 24-hour day of giving to
celebrate the power of pro bono and to raise
critical funds that directly support DCVLP's

lifesaving programs and legal services. 



5335 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 440
Washington DC 20015
www.dcvlp.org | (202) 885-5544

DC VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROJECT

@DCVLP

http://www.dcvlp.org/

